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Week Ending Friday, July 15, 2005 

Remarks Upon Signing the Book of 
Condolence at the Embassy of the 
United Kingdom 
July 8, 2005 

President Bush. Yesterday was an incred-
ibly sad day for a lot of families in London. 
It’s my honor, Ambassador, to come and rep-
resent our great country in extending our 
condolences to the—to the people of Great 
Britain. To those who suffer loss of life, we 
pray for God’s blessings. For those who are 
injured, we pray for fast healing. The British 
people are steadfast and strong. Long we’ve 
admired the great spirit of the—of 
Londoners and the people of Great Britain. 
Once again that great strength of character 
is coming through. 

Thank you, Ambassador, for letting me 
come by. 

Ambassador David Manning of the 
United Kingdom. You’re welcome. Mr. 
President, could I just say thank you very 
much, sir, for coming straight here from the 
airplane after the summit at the G–8. It’s 
enormously good of you to come here. The 
gesture is hugely appreciated. And can I say 
to you that we have had the most wonderful 
gestures of support from the Americans over 
the last 36 hours. We’re very grateful for that. 
It’s a huge source of comfort, and thank you 
so much for coming today. 

President Bush. Yes, sir. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:17 p.m. at the 
British Embassy. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. This 
item was not received in time for publication in 
the appropriate issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
July 9, 2005 

Good morning. Thursday morning, terror-
ists struck at the heart of one of the world’s 
great cities in a series of bombings that hit 

London’s subway and bus system as thou-
sands of commuters headed to work. We in 
America know the sense of loss that our Brit-
ish friends feel at this moment. We extend 
our sympathies to those who suffered terrible 
injuries, and we pray for the families mourn-
ing the loss of loved ones. In this dark hour, 
the people of Great Britain can know that 
the American people stand with them. 

These barbaric attacks occurred as world 
leaders gathered in Scotland for the G–8 
summit. While terrorists were killing inno-
cent men and women in London, leaders at 
the G–8 were discussing how free nations can 
combat poverty and HIV/AIDS, create a 
cleaner environment, and improve the lives 
of people everywhere. The contrast could not 
be more vivid between the intentions and the 
hearts of those who care deeply about human 
rights and human liberty, and the evil inten-
tions and acts of those who rejoice in the 
death and suffering of the innocent. 

We experienced this evil in our own coun-
try on a clear September morning in 2001. 
Since that day, terrorists have continued to 
kill and maim in Bali and Casablanca, Ri-
yadh, Jakarta, Istanbul, Madrid, Baghdad, 
London, and elsewhere. The terrorists be-
lieve that free societies are essentially corrupt 
and decadent. They believe that with a few 
hard blows and the televised repetition of 
horrific images of violence, they can force 
us to retreat. They are mistaken. 

On the day of the London attacks, every 
world leader at the G–8 summit stood with 
Prime Minister Blair as he said, ‘‘Our deter-
mination to defend our values and our way 
of life is greater than their determination to 
cause death and destruction to innocent peo-
ple.’’ The free world is united in its resolve: 
We will never yield to terrorists and mur-
derers. In the face of such adversaries, there 
is only one course of action: We will continue 
to take the fight to the enemy, and we will 
fight until the enemy is defeated. 
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We are now waging a global war on terror 
from the mountains of Afghanistan to the 
border regions of Pakistan to the Horn of 
Africa to the islands of the Philippines to the 
plains of Iraq. We will stay on the offense, 
fighting the terrorists abroad so we do not 
have to face them at home. We will continue 
to deny the terrorists safe haven and the sup-
port of rogue states. And at the same time, 
we will spread the universal values of hope 
and freedom that will overwhelm their ide-
ology of tyranny and hate. The free world 
did not seek this conflict, yet we will win it. 

Here at home, Federal, State, and local 
officials are doing everything possible to pro-
tect us from another terrorist attack in Amer-
ica. While we have no specific credible infor-
mation suggesting an imminent attack in the 
United States, in light of the bombings in 
London, we have raised the threat level from 
elevated to high for our passenger rail, sub-
way, and bus systems. I urge all Americans 
to remain alert and to report any suspicious 
activity to your local authorities. 

This week, there is great suffering in the 
city of London. Yet the British people are 
resilient, and they have faced brutal enemies 
before. The nation that survived the Nazi 
blitz will not be intimidated by terrorists. And 
just as America and Great Britain stood to-
gether to defeat the murderous ideologies of 
the 20th century, we again stand together to 
defeat the hateful ideologies of the 21st cen-
tury. 

The terrorists cannot shake our will. Amer-
ica and its allies will act decisively, because 
we know that the future of civilization is at 
stake in this struggle, and we know that the 
cause of freedom will prevail. 

May God bless the people of Great Britain, 
and may He continue to bless America. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:25 a.m. on 
July 8 at the Gleneagles Hotel in Auchterarder, 
Scotland, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 9. 
The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on July 8 but was embar-
goed for release until the broadcast. In his re-
marks, the President referred to Prime Minister 
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address. 

Remarks at the FBI National 
Academy in Quantico, Virginia 
July 11, 2005 

Thanks for the warm welcome. It’s my 
pleasure to be back here at Quantico, the 
FBI Academy. I’m honored to be with so 
many courageous men and women who have 
stepped forward to protect our Nation. 

Today, we are fighting a global war on ter-
ror. And here at Quantico, you’re training 
and retraining for a critical mission, and 
that’s to defend our homeland. You’re fight-
ing the terrorists who wish to harm us. You’re 
breaking up their cells. You’re disrupting 
their financing. You are stopping them be-
fore they can strike our country and kill our 
citizens. Your work is difficult. It is dan-
gerous. I want you to know how much your 
country appreciates you, and so do I. 

I thank the FBI folks who have welcomed 
me here. I also want to thank the DEA agents 
who are with us here today. By working to 
keep drug money from financing terror, 
you’re playing an important part in this 
world—in this war. I want to thank the U.S. 
and international police officers who are 
training here. I want to thank the local first- 
responders who have joined us. You protect 
us in times of emergency. I want to thank 
you for being on the frontlines of fighting 
these terrorists. 

Quantico is also known as the ‘‘Crossroads 
of the Corps.’’ In the war on terror, the Ma-
rines are serving with valor and distinction. 
You helped liberate 50 million people in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. Today, you stand be-
tween the American people and the worst 
dangers in the world. In this war, the Marines 
will fight, in the words of the Rifleman’s 
Creed, ‘‘Until victory is America’s and there 
is no enemy.’’ America is grateful to have the 
United States Marine Corps defending our 
freedom. I want to thank you for your cour-
age and your sacrifice. 

I appreciate our Attorney General, Al 
Gonzales, who has joined us today. General, 
thank you for being here. I want to thank 
Ambassador John Negroponte, the Director 
of the National Intelligence. Thanks for com-
ing, Mr. Director. I appreciate Director Bob 
Mueller of the FBI—doing a fantastic job. 
Thank you, Bob, for coming. Director Porter 
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Goss of the CIA; Administrator Karen Tandy 
of the Drug Administration—the Drug En-
forcement Administration—[laughter]— 
thank you, Karen. 

I appreciate the chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, Senator John 
Warner of Virginia, joining us today. Senator, 
thank you for coming. Senator George Allen 
from Virginia is with us as well. And I appre-
ciate the vice chairman of the House Home-
land Security Committee, Congressman Curt 
Weldon, for being with us today. Thank you 
all for being here. 

Finally, I appreciate Colonel Mike Lowe, 
the Base Commander at Quantico. Colonel, 
thank you very much. I appreciate your hos-
pitality today, and I appreciate your hospi-
tality when I bring my mountain bike out 
here to ride. [Laughter] 

In London last Thursday, terrorists killed 
dozens of commuters and wounded hun-
dreds more. Americans know what it’s like 
to be attacked on our own soil. Our hearts 
go out to the many innocent people in Lon-
don who suffered terrible injuries, and we 
pray for the families mourning the loss of 
loved ones. In this difficult hour, the people 
of Great Britain can know the American peo-
ple stand with you. 

I was with the Prime Minister, Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair, at the G–8 summit in Scot-
land when the terrorists struck his homeland. 
The contrast could not have been more vivid. 
We were there to discuss ways to make the 
world a better and more compassionate 
place, and in London, the terrorists were kill-
ing innocent men and women in cold blood. 
These attacks were barbaric, and they pro-
vide a clear window into the evil we face. 

We don’t know who committed the attacks 
in London, but we do know that terrorists 
celebrate the suffering of the innocent. We 
do know that terrorists murder in the name 
of a totalitarian ideology that hates freedom, 
rejects tolerance, and despises all dissent. 
Their aim—the aim of the terrorists is to re-
make the Middle East in their own grim 
image of tyranny and oppression by toppling 
governments, by exporting terror, by forcing 
free nations to retreat and withdraw. 

To achieve these aims, they attacked our 
country on September the 11th, 2001. 
They’ve continued to kill in Bali, in Casa-

blanca, Riyadh, Jakarta, Istanbul, Madrid, 
and elsewhere. These kind of people who 
blow up subways and buses are not people 
you can negotiate with or reason with or ap-
pease. In the face of such adversaries, there 
is only one course of action: We will continue 
to take the fight to the enemy, and we will 
fight until this enemy is defeated. 

The terrorists want to attack our country 
and harm our citizens. They believe that the 
world’s democracies are weak and that by 
killing innocent civilians, they can break our 
will. They’re mistaken. America will not re-
treat in the face of terrorists and murderers, 
and neither will the free world. As Prime 
Minister Blair said after the attacks in Lon-
don, ‘‘Our determination to defend our val-
ues and our way of life is greater than their 
determination to cause death and destruction 
to innocent people.’’ The attack in London 
was an attack on the civilized world. And the 
civilized world is united in its resolve: We 
will not yield; we will defend our freedom. 

Our Nation has no greater mission than 
stopping the terrorists from launching new 
and more deadly attacks. And whether you’re 
fighting the terrorists in Afghanistan or Iraq 
or routing out terrorists here at home, Amer-
ica is counting on you to stop them. 

To accomplish this vital mission, we have 
a comprehensive strategy in place. We’re 
working to protect the homeland. We’re 
working to improve our intelligence so we 
can uncover terrorist plots before they un-
fold, and we’re staying on the offensive. 
We’re fighting the enemy in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan and across the world so we do not 
have to face them here at home. 

And we are spreading the hope of freedom 
across the broader Middle East. By offering 
an alternative to the terrorists’ dark vision of 
hatred and fear, we are laying the foundation 
of peace for our children and our grand-
children. 

To protect the American people, we con-
tinue to take extraordinary measures to de-
fend the homeland. We created a new De-
partment of Homeland Security. We’re post-
ing Homeland Security personnel at foreign 
ports and strengthening airport and seaport 
security. We’re instituting better visa screen-
ing for those entering the United States. 
We’re working to prevent potential terrorists 
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from coming across our borders and violating 
our immigration laws. We’re protecting our 
Nation’s critical infrastructure, our bridges 
and tunnels, our transportation systems, our 
nuclear powerplants and water treatment fa-
cilities, and the cyber networks that keep our 
Government and our economy running. 

We’ve provided more than $14 billion over 
the last 4 years to train and equip local first- 
responders. In all, we’ve more than tripled 
funding for homeland security since 2001. 
We’re working tirelessly to protect the Amer-
ican people and to prevent new terrorists at-
tacks. In an age of new dangers, we’re doing 
everything in our power to do our jobs. And 
I want to thank you for your hard work. 

To defend our homeland, we need the best 
possible intelligence. We face a new kind of 
enemy. This enemy hides in caves and plots 
in shadows and then emerges to strike and 
kill in cold blood in our cities and commu-
nities. Staying a step ahead of this enemy and 
disrupting their plans is an unprecedented 
challenge for our intelligence community. 
We’re reforming our intelligence agencies to 
meet the new threats. We’ve established a 
new National Counterterrorism Center 
where we are bringing together all the avail-
able intelligence on terrorist threats. We’re 
sharing intelligence across all levels of gov-
ernment, the Federal level, the State level, 
and the local level. 

We’re working with our allies to share in-
formation and to prevent terrorists from ob-
taining weapons of mass destruction. Thanks 
to the hard work of hundreds in our intel-
ligence community, we have stopped a num-
ber of grave threats to the American people. 
Together with our allies, we uncovered and 
dismantled Libya’s nuclear program. We 
worked with Pakistan and other nations to 
shut down the world’s most dangerous nu-
clear trading network. And since September 
the 11th, our coalition has disrupted a num-
ber of Al Qaida terrorist plots, arrested Al 
Qaida operatives here to case specific U.S. 
targets, and caught others trying to sneak into 
our country. 

Our enemy is constantly studying our de-
fenses and adapting its own tactics, so we 
must constantly strengthen our capabilities. 
And that’s why I appointed a bipartisan Com-
mission, led by Judge Laurence Silberman 

and former Senator Chuck Robb. I asked 
them to give me an unvarnished look at our 
intelligence capabilities and our intelligence 
successes as well as analyzing our intelligence 
failures. Two weeks ago, after careful review, 
I approved 70 of the Commission’s rec-
ommendations for implementation. 

One of the new steps we’re taking is the 
creation of the National Security Service 
within the FBI, to more completely integrate 
the Bureau’s work with the intelligence com-
munity. The purpose of this change is to 
strengthen the FBI, so it not only investigates 
terrorist crimes after they happen, but the 
FBI can be more capable to stop the terrorist 
acts before they happen. The FBI is in the 
fight. The FBI has deployed its personnel 
across the world, in Iraq and Afghanistan and 
other fronts in the war on terror. FBI agents 
are questioning captured terrorists and un-
covering information that will help prevent 
new attacks on our homeland. 

Here in America, the FBI has helped 
break up terrorist cells and financing net-
works in California, in Oregon, Illinois, 
North Carolina, New York, New Jersey, Vir-
ginia, Florida, and other States. And one of 
the important tools Federal agents have used 
to protect America is the PATRIOT Act. I 
call on Congress to reauthorize the 16 critical 
provisions of this act that are scheduled to 
expire at the end of this year. The terrorist 
threats against us will not expire at the end 
of this year and neither should the protec-
tions of the PATRIOT Act. 

The FBI efforts are central to our success 
in the war on terror. The agents and analysts 
in this hall and your colleagues around the 
country, work around the clock to prevent 
new attacks, and I thank you for that. With 
every cell you uncover and every terrorist you 
arrest, you’re making this country safer. 
Thanks for a job well done. 

We know that there is no such thing as 
perfect security and that in a free and open 
society, it is impossible to protect against 
every threat. As we saw in London last week, 
the terrorists need to be right only once. Free 
nations need to be right 100 percent of the 
time. The best way to defend America is to 
stay on the offense. When terrorists spread 
their—spend their days and nights struggling 
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to avoid death or capture, they are less capa-
ble of arming and training and plotting new 
attacks. 

So, together with our allies, we’re on the 
offense, and we will stay on the offense. We 
have damaged the Al Qaida network across 
the world. In the Persian Gulf, Al Qaida’s 
chief of operations has been captured. In 
southeast Asia, a top strategist for Al Qaida’s 
associate group was captured. In Pakistan, 
top Al Qaida leaders have been captured, in-
cluding one of bin Laden’s senior terrorist 
facilitators. We captured the mastermind of 
the September the 11th attacks. We captured 
a terrorist involved in the bombings of the 
U.S. Embassies in Kenya and Tanzania, and 
a key planner in the attack on the U.S.S. 
Cole. Our ally Pakistan has killed or captured 
more than 600 terrorists, including bin 
Laden’s chief of operations, a man named 
al-Libbi. Saudi Arabia has killed or captured 
more than two dozen of its most wanted ter-
rorists. 

The terrorists remain dangerous, but from 
the mountains of Afghanistan to the border 
regions of Pakistan to the Horn of Africa and 
to the islands of the Philippines, our coalition 
is bringing our enemies to justice and bring-
ing justice to our enemies. We will keep the 
terrorists on the run until they have no place 
left to hide. 

In the war on terror, Iraq is now a central 
front. The terrorists fight in Iraq because 
they know that the survival of their hateful 
ideology is at stake. They know that as free-
dom takes root in Iraq, it will inspire millions 
across the Middle East to claim their liberty 
as well. And when the Middle East grows 
in democracy and prosperity and hope, the 
terrorists will lose their sponsors. They’ll lose 
their recruits. They will lose their hopes for 
turning that region into a base of attacks 
against America and our allies. 

The stakes in Iraq are high, and no one 
knows the stakes better than our troops. An 
American battalion commander in Iraq put 
it this way in an e-mail: ‘‘I know that most 
of you are probably asking if our presence 
here and loss of human life are worth it. 
We’re here for a purpose. And if not now, 
when will we stand up to the terrorists that 
are sick enough to do these things in God’s 
name?’’ 

We are standing up, and the sacrifice is 
worth it. By helping Iraq’s—the Iraqis build 
a free nation that is an ally in the war on 
terror, we are advancing the cause of free-
dom and the cause of peace. 

To help Iraqis build a free nation, we have 
a clear plan, with both a military track and 
a political track. Our military is pursuing the 
terrorists and helping to train Iraqi security 
forces so they can defend their people and 
fight the enemy on their own. Our plan can 
be summed up this way: As the Iraqis stand 
up, we will stand down. 

Our troops see the progress the Iraqi secu-
rity forces have made. Captain Glenn Colby 
of the Rhode Island National Guard says that 
when he arrived in Iraq over a year ago, the 
Iraqi police were afraid to go outside their 
building. Recently, he says, the soldiers were 
on patrol when the Iraqi police charged past 
them in hot pursuit of insurgents. He says 
of the Iraqi police, quote, ‘‘Now you see 
them everywhere. You see them at check-
points on the streets. You see them on patrol. 
You see them stand and fight.’’ 

The Iraqi people are seeing progress. 
They’re stepping forward to the fight. One 
Iraqi who stepped forward is a traffic cop 
named Jamal. Recently, Jamal was training 
in the city of Irbil with about 200 other re-
cruits, when a red car came hurtling toward 
them and it exploded. He survived, but many 
of his comrades did not. Here’s what he says: 
‘‘I saw friends killed and wounded and crying 
out and blood everywhere. It is not the first 
time they tried to kill us. We’re not afraid. 
I’ll stay a policeman and serve my country.’’ 
Americans are proud to serve alongside such 
brave allies, people willing to take risk for 
democracy and freedom, people willing to 
sacrifice. 

The leaders of the new Iraqi military see 
the progress. The Iraqi general in charge of 
his country’s elite special forces puts it this 
way: ‘‘Before, the Americans were taking the 
lead, and we were following.’’ Now, he said 
proudly of his forces, ‘‘We’re taking the 
lead.’’ We are working for the day when the 
entire Iraqi army can say the same thing. Our 
coalition will help Iraqis so they can fight the 
enemy on their own. And then American 
forces can come home to a proud and grate-
ful nation. 
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We know that the terrorists will not be de-
feated by force of arms alone. Iraqis need 
a strong military to engage the enemy. But 
just as important is a strong and secure de-
mocracy that will provide an alternative to 
the terrorists’ ideology of hate. So Iraqis are 
hard at work building the institutions of a 
free society. 

In January, more than 8 million Iraqis de-
fied the terrorists and cast their ballots in 
the country’s first free elections in decades. 
Now, their Transitional National Assembly is 
working to write a new constitution for a free 
Iraq. And Iraq’s new leaders are reaching out 
to Sunni Arabs who did not participate in 
the January elections. Last week, 15 Sunni 
Arab delegates jointed the committee that is 
drafting a new Iraqi constitution. More and 
more, Sunni Arabs say they intend to vote 
in the constitutional referendum later this 
year. Support for the democratic progress— 
process is growing throughout Iraq, including 
in the Sunni Arab communities. 

As a Iraqis take these steps toward political 
and military reform, they are building a free 
nation that will be a beacon—a beacon of 
liberty in the Middle East. The success of 
democracy in Iraq is sending forth the news 
from Damascus to Tehran that freedom can 
be the future of every nature. 

The Palestinian people have gone to the 
polls and have chosen a leader committed 
to negotiation instead of violence. In Leb-
anon, people took to the streets to demand 
the restoration of their sovereignty, and they 
have now gone to the polls and voted in free 
elections. And as freedom spreads in these 
countries, it is inspiring democratic reform-
ers in places like Egypt and Saudi Arabia. 

Our troops on the frontlines see this trans-
formation up close. Marine Lance Corporal 
Marty Schwader recently returned from Iraq. 
He says, ‘‘We really kicked something off in 
the Middle East, and all the countries over 
there are starting to really think about the 
way they want to run their countries.’’ 

The heart of our strategy is this: Free soci-
eties are peaceful societies. So in the long 
run, the only way to defeat the ideologies 
of hatred and fear, the only way to make sure 
our country is secure in the long run, is to 
advance the cause of freedom. 

We have seen freedom conquer evil and 
secure the peace before. In World War II, 
free nations came together to fight the ide-
ology of fascism, and freedom prevailed. And 
today, Germany and Japan are allies in secur-
ing the peace. In the cold war, freedom de-
feated the ideology of communism and led 
to a Europe whole, free, and at peace. 

Today in the Middle East, freedom is once 
again contending with an ideology that seeks 
to sow anger and hatred and despair. And 
like fascism and communism before, the 
hateful ideologies that use terror will be de-
feated by the unstoppable power of freedom 
and democracy. 

The Prime Minister recently said, ‘‘There 
is no hope in terrorism nor any future in it 
worth living, and it is the hope that is the 
alternative to this hatred.’’ So we’ll spread 
the hope of freedom and leave a more peace-
ful world for our children and our grand-
children. 

This week there’s great suffering in the city 
of London, but Londoners are resilient. They 
have faced brutal enemies before. A city that 
survived the Nazi blitz will not yield in the 
face of thugs and assassins. And just as Amer-
ica and Great Britain stood together to defeat 
the totalitarian ideologies of the 20th cen-
tury, we now stand together against the mur-
derous ideologies of the 21st century. 

History teaches us that we can be con-
fident in the future because the darkness of 
tyranny is no match for the shining power 
of freedom. There will be tough fighting 
ahead. There will be difficult moments along 
the path to victory. The terrorists know they 
can’t defeat us on the battlefield. The only 
way the terrorists can win is if we lose our 
nerve. This isn’t going to happen on my 
watch. America and its allies will continue 
to act decisively, and the cause of freedom 
will prevail. 

Thank you for your service. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:37 a.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Prime Minister Tony Blair 
of the United Kingdom; Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri, 
Al Qaida’s chief of operations for the Persian Gulf; 
Nurjaman Riduan Isamuddin (also known as 
Hambali), Al Qaida’s chief operational planner in 
Southeast Asia; Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, senior 
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Al Qaida leader responsible for planning the Sep-
tember 11, 2001, terrorist attack, who was cap-
tured in Pakistan on March 1, 2003; Usama bin 
Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organiza-
tion; Abu Faraj al-Libbi, senior Al Qaida associate 
arrested in Pakistan on April 30; and President 
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian 
Authority. The President also referred to the 
Commission on the Intelligence Capabilities of 
the United States Regarding Weapons of Mass 
Destruction. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript of 
these remarks. 

Message on the Observance of the 
10th Anniversary of the Massacre in 
Srebrenica 

June 11, 2005 

On July 11, we remember the tragic loss 
of lives in Srebrenica ten years ago. The mass 
murder of nearly eight thousand men and 
boys was Europe’s worst massacre of civilians 
since World War II and a grim reminder that 
there are evil people who will kill the inno-
cent without conscience or mercy. This hor-
rific event remains a source of pain for peo-
ple in the Balkan region and for all those 
who believe in freedom and the dignity of 
human life. I join all Americans in sending 
our deepest condolences and expressions of 
sympathy on this solemn occasion. 

The United States supports the people of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and the families of 
those who suffered as they commemorate 
this terrible chapter in history. We grieve for 
their loss and applaud the strength and cour-
age of those who have returned to Srebrenica 
to rebuild their lives. We also remain com-
mitted to ensuring that those responsible for 
these crimes face justice, most notably 
Radovan Karadzic and Ratko Mladic. 

I appreciate all the individuals who are ad-
vancing reconciliation and a strong European 
future for Bosnia and Herzegovina. A mod-
ern and democratic Balkan region is an es-
sential element in a Europe that is unified, 
free, and at peace. As we work to make the 
world more peaceful, we share a common 
faith in the value of freedom, the sanctity 
of life, and the triumph of good over evil. 

May God bless the people of the Balkan 
region and the souls of the departed. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong of 
Singapore and an Exchange With 
Reporters 
July 12, 2005 

President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister, wel-
come. 

Prime Minister Lee. Thank you. 
President Bush. We’ve just had a very in-

teresting and comprehensive discussion 
about our bilateral relations, which are 
strong. But Singapore is—is a country that 
has an interesting position in the Far East. 
The Prime Minister brings a perspective 
about the U.S. role, about the future of the 
region that I have found fascinating. The 
Prime Minister is a strategic thinker. He ob-
viously worries about the lives of the citizens 
in his country, daily lives, in what’s taking 
place, but he’s also got the capacity to see 
beyond the horizon. 

And I want to thank you for sharing your 
insights. I appreciate so very much your— 
your advice. And I look forward to working 
with you. We’re going to sign a very impor-
tant document here, cementing our good re-
lationship. 

And finally, the Prime Minister and I share 
a clear vision about the world in which we 
live when it comes to terror—these terrorists 
that kill on a moment’s notice. They don’t 
care who you are. They want to shake our 
will. They want to drive America from the 
world. They want the free world to retreat. 
They’ve got ideological ambitions, and it’s 
going to require a steadfast response, and the 
Prime Minister understands that. 

And I appreciate your strength of char-
acter and your clear vision about the dangers 
we face. Welcome. Glad you’re here. 

Prime Minister Lee. Thank you, Mr. 
President. I’m very happy to be here to meet 
the President in the Oval Office. Singapore 
and America share many common interests 
and many similar perspectives on the world 
around us, particularly in Asia. And I’ve been 
happy to have a wide exchange of views with 
the President on how East Asia is developing, 
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what’s happening in Asia, how China and 
India are opening up and becoming influen-
tial in the region and exerting a positive influ-
ence on many of the countries, and how 
America can be part of Asia and engage, par-
ticipating, and continuing to stabilize and to 
maintain the security in the region, as it has 
done for many years. 

One aspect of security, of course, is 
antiterror. And I told the President how 
much we appreciated America’s strong, con-
sistent stand on this, that not withstanding 
any—whatever the terrorists may throw at 
America, that it will stay firm, and there’s 
absolute confidence that it will not waver, 
whether in Iraq or anywhere else in the 
world. 

It’s critical to watch because, for us, 
antiterror is also a hot agenda item. So it’s 
one of the areas of mutual interest which has 
lead our two countries to embark upon a stra-
tegic framework agreement which will set 
out the basis for us to broaden and deepen 
the cooperation which we already have had 
over these many years. And I’m very happy 
that today we’ll have the chance to sign that 
agreement. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 
We’ll answer a question a piece. Deb [Deb 

Riechmann, Associated Press]. 

Upcoming Supreme Court Nomination 
Q. Mr. President, you had a meeting this 

morning with four leading Senators. How 
much more input do you need before you’ll 
be able to make a decision on this? And you 
know, how close are you? 

President Bush. Closer today than I was 
yesterday. [Laughter] I did have a good 
breakfast with four United States Senators, 
the leaders of the Senate plus the heads of 
the Judiciary Committee. I asked their advice 
on a couple of matters. One, I asked their 
advice on the timing of a nominee. In other 
words, how fast could they get to the—to 
the hearings necessary for a nominee’s name 
to move forward. Obviously, we’re in a very 
interesting period here. You got the end of 
the session coming up; then you got an Au-
gust break. So I was just trying to get a sense 
of their view of the calendar. And I want to 
thank them for being forthright. 

Obviously, they get to decide. They’re the 
legislative branch; they get to determine how 
fast to move a nominee’s name or not. My 
only question to them is: What will it take 
to be able to get a person confirmed by early 
October? 

Secondly, we talked in general about a po-
tential nominee. They’ve got strong opinions, 
and I wanted to hear them. And they have 
shared some opinions with me. And of 
course, they’re sharing—many Senators are 
sharing their opinions with others on my 
staff. We’re actively seeking recommenda-
tions. 

I am going to be deliberate in the process 
because I want the American people to know 
that when I finally make a decision, it’s going 
to be one based upon a lot of research and 
a lot of thought about the character of the 
person, the integrity of the person, the ability 
of the person to do the job, and the philos-
ophy of the person. And as you know, I cam-
paigned twice for President of the United 
States, and I said, ‘‘If I have a chance to name 
somebody to the Supreme Court or courts 
in general, I’ll pick people who will use the 
bench—will interpret the Constitution while 
on the bench but not use the bench to legis-
late.’’ We’ve got a legislative body called the 
U.S. House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate. They do the legislation. And the courts 
will then interpret the Constitution as to 
whether or not the laws are constitutional or 
not. 

And so that’s where we are in the process. 
It’s a—— 

Q. Have you heard from your wife about 
her desire for you to name a woman? 

President Bush. My wife? Listen, I talked 
to her yesterday. She’s in Africa on a mission 
of good will. She’s talking about women’s 
education and HIV/AIDS. Listen, I get her 
advice all the time. I didn’t realize she’d put 
this advice in the press. That’s—[laughter]. 
She did? Well, good. I’m definitely consid-
ering—we’re definitely considering people 
from all walks of life, and I can’t wait to hear 
her advice in person when she gets back. 
[Laughter] 
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Strategic Framework Agreement 

Q. Can we ask some questions on Singa-
pore? What’s the significance of the agree-
ment that’s going to be signed from Singa-
pore’s perspective and from the United 
States’ perspective? 

Prime Minister Lee. Well, from our per-
spective, it builds on a very sound relation-
ship and broadens and deepens it further. 
It enables us to focus more on antiterrorism, 
on anti-WMD proliferation, as well as on 
other aspects of our relationship, defense 
technology cooperation, military cooperation 
between our armed forces, and strategic and 
security exchanges. 

President Bush. From our perspective, it 
is a—it is a statement about how important 
our relations with Singapore are. We’ve made 
a statement before on economic relations 
when we signed a free trade agreement. And 
that was an important agreement. It’s impor-
tant for our economy. It’s important for the 
economy of Singapore. This agreement takes 
our relationship beyond just economics. It’s 
a strategic relationship. It is one that will 
have long-term consequences for both our 
peoples. But I happen to believe that it will 
have long-term consequences for peace in 
the region, and that’s very important. 

This is a relationship based upon mutual 
trust, shared values, but it’s also a relation-
ship that recognizes that we have an active 
role to play, both countries have an active 
role to play, in laying the foundations for 
peace in the region of the world that—in the 
Far East. And it’s an important region. 

One of the points that the Prime Minister 
has made to me, and he keeps reminding 
me that our involvement in the Far East is 
very important. And we will stay involved in 
a constructive way. And this agreement is a 
constructive agreement. It’s a constructive 
way to stay involved. 

Thank you all for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of these 
remarks. 

Joint Statement by President George 
W. Bush and Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong of Singapore 
July 12, 2005 

President George W. Bush and Prime 
Minister Lee Hsien Loong reaffirm the 
strong U.S.-Singapore partnership and will 
open a new chapter in strategic cooperation 
by signing the ‘‘Strategic Framework Agree-
ment Between the United States of America 
and the Republic of Singapore for a Closer 
Cooperation Partnership in Defense and Se-
curity.’’ 

The Agreement is a natural step in the ex-
pansion of bilateral ties. President Bush and 
then-Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong first 
announced their intention to conclude this 
agreement in October 2003. It was born out 
of a shared desire to address common threats 
such as terrorism and the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction (WMD), which 
called for even closer cooperation between 
the United States and Singapore. The Agree-
ment recognizes Singapore’s role as a Major 
Security Cooperation Partner and will ex-
pand the scope of current cooperation in 
areas such as counterterrorism, counter-pro-
liferation, joint military exercises and train-
ing, policy dialogues, and defense tech-
nology. The Agreement will further enhance 
regional stability by supporting the continued 
security presence of the United States in 
Southeast Asia. 

The President and Prime Minister agree 
that the U.S. presence in the region has pro-
moted peace and stability, which are crucial 
for regional cooperation and economic devel-
opment. The President and Prime Minister 
instruct their senior officials to meet to con-
tinue close coordination on strategic issues 
in the period leading up to their next bilateral 
meeting. 

The President and the Prime Minister ac-
knowledge progress in the war on terror. The 
Prime Minister commends the President for 
the United States’ resolute and steadfast 
stance in the war on terror and expresses 
Singapore’s continued support in this 
endeavour. 

The two leaders welcome the successful 
election of the first Iraqi National Assembly. 
President Bush expresses appreciation for 
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* The President’s remarks were directed to 
team captains. 

Singapore’s contributions to Iraq’s recon-
struction and stabilization. He commends the 
professionalism of the Singapore Armed 
Forces personnel who have been deployed 
in support of Iraq operations over the past 
two years and of the Singapore Police Force, 
which has provided critically important train-
ing. 

The President and Prime Minister express 
optimism about the outlook in Southeast 
Asia. They welcome successful elections, the 
strengthening of democratic institutions, and 
renewed economic growth in the region and 
agree that these trends should be encour-
aged. The two leaders note the progress 
countries in the region have made in dis-
abling terrorist networks through enhanced 
cooperation among ASEAN nations and with 
the international community. The President 
and Prime Minister condemn the terrorist at-
tacks in London and call on governments 
around the world to fight terrorism together. 
They agree that a sustained, long-term effort 
is needed to defeat terrorism and reaffirm 
their commitment to continue working close-
ly on law enforcement, non-proliferation, and 
other appropriate measures to address all as-
pects of the war on terror. 

The President and Prime Minister express 
satisfaction with the seamless cooperation 
between the United States and Singapore in 
responding to the humanitarian disaster 
caused by the tsunamis in the Indian Ocean. 
The two leaders note the increasing impor-
tance of the Regional Emerging Diseases 
Intervention (REDI) Centre in light of grow-
ing concern over transnational-public-health 
threats such as SARS and avian influenza. 
They also note the importance of the Straits 
of Malacca, and President Bush pledges U.S. 
support for the region’s initiatives for mari-
time security. 

The President and Prime Minister wel-
come the successful implementation of the 
U.S.-Singapore Free Trade Agreement and 
the growth in bilateral trade since it became 
effective on January 1, 2004. They express 
satisfaction with growing commercial ties be-
tween our two countries and are confident 
that trade and investment relations will con-
tinue to expand. 

The President and Prime Minister pledge 
to sustain the close cooperation between the 

United States and Singapore in key regional 
and global multilateral institutions. The 
President reaffirms U.S. support for ASEAN 
and the ASEAN Regional Forum. The two 
leaders note the central role of the Asia-Pa-
cific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum 
in supporting trade and investment liberal-
ization and in promoting cooperative efforts 
to strengthen regional security. With the 
forthcoming first Meeting of the East Asia 
Summit in Kuala Lumpur in December 
2005, they agree that the future development 
of cooperation among countries in the region 
should be open, transparent, and inclusive. 
The President and Prime Minister reaffirm 
the warm and strong ties between the United 
States and Singapore, which are grounded in 
historical cooperation, common interests, 
and shared strategic perspectives. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement. 

Remarks Honoring NCAA 
Championship Teams 
July 12, 2005 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Not you. * 
Welcome to the South Lawn of the White 
House for Championship Day. Today we 
have the largest group of NCAA champs ever 
gathered at the White House, and we want 
to thank you all for coming. I am honored 
to be joined on stage by the captains of the 
15 teams that we’re honoring today. Thank 
you all for being here. Congratulations for 
being such strong leaders. 

I appreciate the Members of Congress 
who have come today. Welcome. We’re 
proud you’re here. I want to thank the coach-
es and athletic directors who are here today. 
But most of all, I want to congratulate the 
men and women who have conducted them-
selves in the field of play in such a manner 
that they’re called champions. Welcome. 

UCLA has won more NCAA champion-
ships than any school in the Nation, so it’s 
fitting that three of the champs here today 
wear the uniform of the Bruins. Back in De-
cember, the UCLA men’s water polo team 
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won the national championship with an over-
time victory against Stanford. Congratula-
tions, and welcome. This spring the UCLA 
women’s water polo team beat Stanford to 
win the national championship. Welcome to 
the UCLA women’s polo team. And finally, 
the UCLA men’s team won the national 
championship. I had an honor to meet all 
three teams. I’m glad you’re here. Thanks 
for coming. Congratulations on a job well 
done. 

And then we have the Georgia Bulldogs, 
who are well represented today. [Applause] 
It’s the South Lawn. Behave yourselves. 
[Laughter] The Georgia men’s golf team 
posted a wire-to-wire victory at the NCAA 
champions. In the final round, interestingly 
enough, all five of Georgia’s golfers shot the 
same score, even par. That’s called consist-
ency. The Georgia women’s swimming and 
diving team brought home their fourth 
NCAA championship. Interestingly enough, 
the Lady Bulldogs won all five of the relay 
races. And finally, the Georgia women’s gym-
nastics team is with us today. They started 
the championship meet seeded number 12 
and came out number 1. Congratulations to 
the teams from Georgia. 

Two of the teams here made history by 
winning their schools’ first national cham-
pionships in their respective sports. The 
Northwestern’s women’s lacrosse team post-
ed an undefeated season. Twenty-one 
straight victories got them here to the White 
House. Congratulations to you all. 

And then the Michigan women’s softball 
team is here today. One of the women asked 
me if I wanted to hit against her. I said, ‘‘I 
don’t think so.’’ [Laughter] This will interest 
you. The first 33 games that the Michigan 
women’s softball team played were on the 
road. It turns out it’s a little chilly in Michi-
gan about softball time. They won 32 of the 
33. It was an auspicious beginning to a cham-
pionship season. Welcome to the Michigan 
women’s team. 

Two of the teams here are celebrating a 
championship for the second year in a row. 
The Stanford women’s tennis team finished 
with an undefeated season and a repeat na-
tional championship. They beat the Texas 
Longhorns in the finals. 

The Minnesota women’s hockey team— 
the Gophers beat Harvard last year to come 
to the White House; they beat Harvard this 
year to come to the White House. Congratu-
lations to the mighty Gophers of Minnesota. 

The Auburn men’s swimming and diving 
team is celebrating a three-peat. Congratula-
tions. Glad you all are here. Thanks for the 
Speedo. [Laughter] I’m not going to wear 
it—[laughter]—in public that is. [Laughter] 

The Duke women’s golf team is here to 
celebrate the national championship in— 
they were in 2002. They’re back. Coach 
Brooks of the Duke women’s golf team has 
now won three national championships with 
the Blue Devils. That ties him with Coach 
K. Therefore, he shall be known as Coach 
B—not bad. [Laughter] 

The Johns Hopkins men’s lacrosse team 
is with us today. And Congressman Elijah 
Cummings is here to honor them. Johns 
Hopkins compiled a perfect record and 
pulled out a 9–8 victory to win the first cham-
pionship they’ve had in almost two decades. 
Congratulations to Johns Hopkins. 

The Pepperdine men’s volleyball team is 
with us today. They brought the champion-
ship trophy back to Malibu in the first time 
in more than a decade. I want to thank them 
for the gift, Surfboard One. [Laughter] 

And finally, we honor the Oklahoma men’s 
gymnastics team. It’s the third national 
championship they’ve won in the past 4 
years. 

It’s such an honor to have you all here. 
I want to thank you for being champs on the 
field. I want to thank you for being champs 
off the field. I know you know this, but 
there’s a lot of boys and girls who watch you 
all to determine what it means to be a champ. 
You probably don’t realize it, but when 
you’re in the field of play, there’s a lot of 
kids wondering what it takes. 

And therefore, when you serve your com-
munity, you’re teaching a kid to read, or 
when you take the extra time to set a good 
example, you really are affecting people’s 
lives. See, you have a responsibility as a 
champ, not only to win contests for your re-
spective schools and set personal goals and 
achieve them, but I think you have a respon-
sibility as a champ to set a good example. 
And I’ve read about the mentoring programs 
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and the hospital work and all the good works 
that you have done, and I want to thank you 
for setting such a good example. 

Again, welcome to the White House. If 
you’re a junior or a sophomore, work hard 
and come back. I’ll be here to greet you. In 
the meantime, may God bless you all and 
your families. Thanks for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:48 a.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Dan Brooks, head women’s golf 
coach, and Mike Krzyzewski, head men’s basket-
ball coach, Duke University. 

Memorandum Regarding Drawdown 
Under Section 506(a)(2) of the 
Foreign Assistance Act 1961, as 
Amended, To Furnish Anti- 
Terrorism Assistance to the 
Philippines 
July 12, 2005 

Presidential Determination No. 2005–28 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of Defense 
Subject: Presidential Determination 
Regarding Drawdown Under Section 
506(a)(2) of the Foreign Assistance Act 1961, 
as amended, to Furnish Anti-Terrorism 
Assistance to the Philippines 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, including section 506(a)(2) of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended, 22 
U.S.C. 2318(a)(2) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby de-
termine that it is in the national interest of 
the United States to draw down articles, serv-
ices, military education, and training from 
the Department of Defense for the purpose 
of providing anti-terrorism assistance for the 
Philippines. 

I therefore direct the drawdown of up to 
$10 million of articles, services, military edu-
cation, and training from the inventory and 
resources of the Department of Defense for 
the Philippines for the purposes and under 
the authorities of chapter 8 of part II of the 
Act. 

The Secretary of State is authorized and 
directed to report this determination to the 

Congress and to arrange for its publication 
in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., July 19, 2005] 

This memorandum will be published in the Fed-
eral Register on July 20. 

Memorandum on Delegation of 
Functions Under Section 9 of the 
AGOA Acceleration Act of 2004 
July 12, 2005 

Memorandum for the United States Trade 
Representative 
Subject: Delegation of Functions under 
Section 9 of the AGOA Acceleration Act of 
2004 

By the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States 
of America, including section 301 of title 3, 
United States Code, I hereby delegate to you 
the functions and authorities assigned to the 
President under section 9 of the AGOA Ac-
celeration Act of 2004 (19 U.S.C. 3701 note). 

You are authorized and directed to publish 
this memorandum in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

Remarks Following a Cabinet 
Meeting and an Exchange With 
Reporters 
July 13, 2005 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
We have just finished our third Cabinet 
meeting of the year. I want to thank my Sec-
retaries for being here today, and thank you 
for the briefing. Today’s briefing reminded 
us about the strength of our economy. We 
had some good news today. The OMB is 
going to announce that the 2005 deficit is 
$94 billion less than previously expected. In 
other words, revenues are coming in greater 
than anticipated. It’s a sign that our economy 
is strong, and it’s a sign that our tax relief 
plan, our progrowth policies, are working. 

I told the Congress and told the country 
we’d cut the deficit in half by 2009. We’re 
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ahead of projections now. In other words, 
these numbers indicate that we’re going to 
cut the deficit in half faster than the year 
2009, so long as Congress holds the line on 
spending. 

And so, my message to the United States 
Congress is: Let’s be wise with the taxpayers’ 
money. My Cabinet is committed to that, and 
we look forward to working with the appro-
priators to make sure that they spend your 
money wisely. 

This good news on the deficit and on the 
budget is coupled with good economic news 
when it comes to job creation. Our unem-
ployment rate is down to 5 percent. We’ve 
created more than 2 million jobs this year. 
More Americans are working today than ever 
before in our Nation’s history. 

Over the next couple of weeks, I look for-
ward to working with Congress to continue 
progrowth policies. One is getting an energy 
bill. Secondly is to promote free and fair 
trade. And the matter at hand is a free trade 
agreement with our neighborhood and coun-
tries in Central America and the Dominican 
Republic. 

Finally, I hope we can continue to press 
for and pass legal reform. I think it’s a very 
important message to say to our job creators, 
small-business owners, that we’ll have a fair 
legal system, and Congress has got some legal 
reform matters pending. 

And finally—finally, finally, we want to 
work with Congress to pass a fiscally respon-
sible highway bill. Again, I want to thank my 
Cabinet for being here. 

I’ll be glad to answer a couple of questions. 
Mark Knoller [CBS Radio], are you with us? 

Disclosure of CIA Employee’s Identity 
Q. You bet. Thank you, sir. Can I ask you 

if you have spoken with your Deputy Chief 
of Staff Karl Rove about the Valerie Plame 
matter? And do you think he acted improp-
erly in talking about it with reporters? 

The President. Mark, I have instructed 
every member of my staff to fully cooperate 
in this investigation. I also will not prejudge 
the investigation based on media reports. 
We’re in the midst of an ongoing investiga-
tion, and I will be more than happy to com-
ment further once the investigation is com-
pleted. 

Elaine Quijano [CNN]. 
Q. Mr. President, on that front, though, 

has Mr. Rove come to you and discussed— 
when did he discuss the fact that he had con-
versations with reporters about Valerie 
Plame? And based on that, do you feel as 
though it was appropriate in 2003 for your 
spokesman to say definitively that Karl Rove 
had nothing to do with the Valerie Plame 
incident? 

The President. We’re in the midst of an 
ongoing investigation, and this is a serious 
investigation. And it is very important for 
people not to prejudge the investigation 
based on media reports. And again, I will be 
more than happy to comment on this matter 
once the investigation is complete. 

Brendan Murray [Bloomberg News]. 
Q. Yes, sir. 
The President. Yes, Brendan. 

Upcoming Supreme Court Nomination 
Q. In your search for a replacement for 

the Supreme Court, when do you anticipate 
beginning to interview potential candidates, 
and do—would you consider candidates that 
come from outside the court, people that 
don’t have experience as judges? 

The President. I—we had a very good 
meeting yesterday. The Vice President and 
I met with leaders of the Senate, four Mem-
bers of the United States Senate, and we 
talked about a lot of subjects. One of the 
subjects was that very subject: Would I be 
willing to consider people who had never 
been a judge. The answer is, you bet. We’re 
considering all kinds of people—judges, non- 
judges. You know, Laura gave me some good 
advice yesterday, which is to consider 
women, which of course I’m doing. [Laugh-
ter] 

And in terms of the process, we’re still 
consulting with Members of the Senate, and 
I anticipate continued consultations. And I 
say ‘‘we’re consulting,’’ it’s just not me. It’s 
members of my staff. We’re—we’ve got a lot 
of contacts in the Senate on both sides of 
the Hill—both sides of the aisle, and people 
are calling in with suggestions. And I encour-
age them to continue to do so. I’m looking 
forward to their advice. 

Of course, I fully recognize it’s my respon-
sibility to come up with a nominee, and I 
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intend to do so in a—you know, in a period 
of time that will give me time to fully analyze 
the different candidates and speak to them. 
I’m not exactly sure when that process will 
begin, in terms of the interviews. And prob-
ably if I knew, I wouldn’t tell you. [Laughter] 
And—but the American people can rest as-
sured that I understand the seriousness of 
this responsibility and that I will name some-
body who will bring dignity to the Court, 
someone who will be able to do the job, and 
someone who will sit on that bench and inter-
pret the Constitution and not use the bench 
from which to legislate. 

Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:52 a.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of these 
remarks. 

Remarks at the Indiana Black Expo 
Corporate Luncheon in Indianapolis, 
Indiana 
July 14, 2005 

Thank you all very much. Thanks for the 
warm welcome. Be seated. It is an honor to 
be here. Thanks for having me. I can’t tell 
you how thrilled I am to be here with the 
men and women of the Indiana Black Expo 
as you celebrate your 35th anniversary. 

You know, I was reading about this organi-
zation—it is a—it shows the entrepreneurial 
spirit deep within the hearts of the founders 
of this organization and the people who are 
carrying on the proud tradition. I appreciate 
the fact that you provide scholarships, sup-
port programs that are transforming local 
communities, and as a result, you’re lifting 
up thousands of citizens. I appreciate the ex-
ample of leadership you set, and it’s my 
honor to join you. Thanks for having me. 

I was proud to be introduced by Governor 
Mitch Daniels. I knew he’d amount to some-
thing one of these days. [Laughter] And I’m 
particularly thrilled to be with his wife, 
Cheri, the fine first lady of the State of Indi-
ana. Laura sends her love to both you and 
Mitch. She is, by the way, still on the con-
tinent of Africa. She’ll be coming home to-

morrow. She’s probably expecting me to fix 
the dinner. [Laughter] I hope she’s not hun-
gry. [Laughter] 

I want to thank Lieutenant Governor 
Becky Skillman for being here. I want to 
thank Congresswoman Julia Carson for being 
here today. [Applause] It looks like they still 
remember you here, Julia. She was on Air 
Force One, and I went back to have a visit 
with her. Now, if you’ve never had a visit 
with Julia—[laughter]—she’s got a lot of wis-
dom. [Laughter] And she’s not afraid to 
speak her mind. She kind of reminds me of 
my mother. Thanks for being here. Thanks 
for coming down. 

I want to thank the mayor, Bart Peterson, 
of the city of Indianapolis for joining us 
today. Mayor Peterson, appreciate, you. 
Thanks for coming. 

I thank Arvis Dawson and Joyce Rogers 
and Jim Cummings for this fantastic invita-
tion to come. And I want to thank you for 
your leadership. Appreciate you all being 
here. 

They tell me Quinn Buckner is here— 
somewhere out there. There he is. I appre-
ciate you coming. I’m old enough to remem-
ber—[laughter]—the good old days in Indi-
ana. [Laughter] Thanks for being here, 
Quinn. I’m honored you’re here. 

I appreciate the fact that Vernice Williams 
came out to the airport today. I don’t know 
if you know Vernice or not, but I find it very 
interesting—her story interesting, and it’s a 
good example for all of us to listen to. Vernice 
has been a volunteer with Black Expo for 
35 years. In other words, once this associa-
tion got started, she said, ‘‘I want to volunteer 
to help.’’ She’s involved with the IBE Youth 
Corps program, all aimed at helping at-risk 
youth to achieve academic achievement, to 
instill in them the desire to excel. In other 
words, she’s a soldier in the army of compas-
sion. And I appreciate the example that 
Vernice has set. And if you want to serve 
your State and serve our Nation, help some-
body in need. 

It’s an honor to be here with so many char-
itable and civic leaders. You see, we share 
a belief in the founding promises of this Na-
tion, a sense of optimism about our future, 
the future for all citizens, including African 
Americans. We believe in the power of the 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 09:50 Jul 19, 2005 Jkt 205250 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P28JYT4.015 P28JYT4



1159 Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 / July 14 

human spirit to lift communities and to 
change lives. Together, we’re working to 
achieve a great national goal, making our 
country a place where opportunity and pros-
perity are within reach for all Americans. 

I see an America where all our children 
are taught the basic skills they need to live 
up to their God-given potential. I see an 
America where every citizen owns a stake in 
the future of our country and where a grow-
ing economy creates jobs and opportunity for 
everyone. I see an America where most trou-
bled neighborhoods become safe places of 
kinship and community. I see an America 
where every person of every race has the op-
portunity to strive for a better future and to 
take part of the promise of America. That’s 
what I see. And I believe the Government 
has a role to play in helping people gain the 
tools they need to build lives of dignity and 
purpose. That’s at the heart of what I call 
compassionate conservatism. 

To ensure that the promise of America 
reaches all our citizens, we must begin with 
education. I don’t believe you can succeed 
in America unless you get a good education. 
Our Nation took an historic step toward that 
goal of making sure every child is educated— 
3 years ago when Republicans and Demo-
crats came together to pass the No Child Left 
Behind Act. The No Child Left Behind Act 
is based on this straightforward principle: 
We’ll spend money, but we want to make 
sure we get results. 

See, if you believe certain children can’t 
read and write and can’t possibly learn, then 
you don’t care about results. But if you be-
lieve every child can read and every child 
can learn to write and add and subtract, then 
you want to know, don’t you? How can you 
solve a problem unless you measure? And 
so as a part of the No Child Left Behind 
Act, we raised the bar. We raised the stand-
ards, and we said to local school districts, 
‘‘Show us. That’s all we want to know. We 
want to know whether or not a child can 
read.’’ 

And we’re making good progress as result 
of this new way of thinking. This morning 
the latest scores for the long-term National 
Assessment of Educational Progress were an-
nounced. See, this test is called the Nation’s 
Report Card. It measures student achieve-

ment at age 9, 13, and 17, across the country 
with the same set of standards. In other 
words, we want to know how students are 
doing in California, Texas, and Indiana. So 
we measure on the same set of standards. 
You see, measurement helps us understand 
how we’re doing. You can’t guess when it 
comes to a child’s life. You got to measure. 

And the test results were released today. 
I’m proud to come here to talk about the 
new results. They’re from the first long-term 
test, by the way, since the passage of the No 
Child Left Behind Act. Over the last 5 years, 
American children have made significant 
gains. Math scores for 13-year-olds have in-
creased by 5 points. Math scores for 9-year- 
olds have increased by 9 points. And reading 
scores for 9-year-olds jumped 7 points. 
America’s 13-year-olds have earned the high-
est math scores ever recorded. Nine-year- 
olds posted the best scores ever in reading 
and math. 

What I’m telling you is, across America, 
more children are learning. And the success 
of young students is setting them on the path 
to a lifetime of achievement, and we’re mak-
ing big differences in the lives of African 
Americans. I say, ‘‘we’’—let me get this 
straight—I’m talking about good teachers 
and good principals and engaged parents. 
This is not the Federal Government. It is 
the people at the local level who are making 
a huge difference in the lives of their stu-
dents. 

We’ve had an achievement gap in America, 
and we need to do something about it. The 
No Child Left Behind Act is helping to do 
something about it. See, I refuse to accept 
this belief that certain people can’t learn. I 
called it the soft bigotry of low expectations. 
Think about that phrase. It says if you lower 
the standards, you get lousy results. I believe 
you need to challenge that soft bigotry of low 
expectation, and we are. The Nation’s Report 
Card shows that reading scores for African 
American 9-year-olds have jumped 14 points 
over the past 5 years. Math scores have 
jumped 13 points in the same period of time. 
These are the highest scores ever in the his-
tory of the test. The achievement gap is start-
ing to close, and that’s good for the future 
of America. 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 09:50 Jul 19, 2005 Jkt 205250 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P28JYT4.015 P28JYT4



1160 July 14 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 

The gap between white and African Amer-
ican 9-year-olds in reading is the narrowest 
it’s ever been in the history of the 30-year 
test. These results show that when perform-
ance is measured and schools are held ac-
countable, every child can succeed. That’s 
what it shows. And we’re making progress 
toward achieving a dream where every single 
child in America gets a good education and 
not one child is left behind. 

No Child Left Behind is making a dif-
ference in the elementary and middle 
schools, and I believe we need to expand this 
process to our high schools. Do you realize 
that according to the most recent data, only 
68 out of every 100 students entering our 
public high schools make it to graduation 4 
years later? That is an unacceptable statistic 
for America. 

See, here’s what I think we need to do: 
I think we need to measure and determine 
why. You can’t solve a problem unless you 
diagnose the problem. I think we need to 
measure to make sure we understand what 
is going wrong and correct the problems 
early, before it’s too late. And I believe the 
Federal Government has a role in providing 
money for early intervention for students fall-
ing behind. I know we need to do this. We 
need to make sure a high school diploma is 
the ticket to success. 

Most new jobs in the 21st century are filled 
by people with at least 2 years of college. 
Think about that. Most new jobs in America 
today are filled by people with at least 2 years 
of college. And so we need to make higher 
education more affordable. And I proposed 
to the United States Congress that we reform 
the student aid system and increase college 
assistance for low-income students through 
the Pell grant program. I think we need to 
increase the maximum award for Pell grants 
and make them available to students year- 
round so they can be used for summer school 
as well. 

We’ll expand access to community colleges 
so more Americans can develop the skills and 
knowledge they need. And to help African 
American students get a higher education, 
we have continued to fund historically black 
colleges and historically black graduate insti-
tutions at record levels. 

My point to you is that if you’re willing 
to work hard and stay in school, the Federal 
Government will take your side and help you. 
To ensure that the promise of America 
reaches all our citizens, we’re working to 
build an ownership society in which more of 
our citizens have a personal stake in the fu-
ture of our country. When you own some-
thing, your life is more secure. When you 
own something, you have more dignity. 
When you own something, you have greater 
independence. The more people who own 
something in America means this country is 
better off. So we’ve been working to promote 
an ownership society. I want more people 
from all walks of life, including African 
Americans, to have a chance to own their 
own business. 

You can’t expand business ownership un-
less you have a growing economy, and our 
economy is growing. It is the fastest growing 
of any major industrialized nation in the 
world. Our unemployment rate is down to 
5 percent. In the last 12 months, we’ve cre-
ated more than 2 million jobs. More Ameri-
cans are working today than ever before in 
our Nation’s history. 

I believe the Federal Government can play 
a positive role in helping African Americans 
achieve the goal of owning their own busi-
ness. Last year, the Small Business Adminis-
tration increased the number of loans to Afri-
can American businesses by 28 percent, and 
we’re on track to beat that number this year. 
We’re also working to ensure minority busi-
nesses are getting a better chance to compete 
for Federal contracts. We’ve provided $8 bil-
lion in new market tax credits to boost invest-
ment and community development in low- 
income areas. Because of sound policy and 
low taxes, by the way, and the hard work of 
our citizens, we’re getting results. African 
American business ownership is at an alltime 
high in America today. 

We got some interesting ideas on how to 
build on this progress. We’re working on a 
new initiative to help more African Ameri-
cans and other minorities become 
businessowners. My administration is joined 
with the Urban League, the Business Round-
table, the Ewing Marion Kauffman Founda-
tion, and others to create what we call the 
Urban Entrepreneur Partnership. I think it’s 
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a smart idea. This partnership will develop 
one-stop economic empowerment centers in 
many of our Nation’s poorest communities. 
In other words, we’re trying to reach out and 
help people understand what it means to be-
come a small-business owner, through train-
ing and access to financing contracts for mi-
nority entrepreneurs. And the first pilot cen-
ter will open next Monday in Kansas City 
and will serve as a model for the rest of the 
Nation. I hope Black Expo, in its leadership 
position, will take a look at these kind of pro-
grams. I think you’re going to find it really 
interesting. 

Listen, the entrepreneurial spirit is strong 
in the African American community. It’s 
strong. There’s a lot of great business leaders 
today, and there’s a lot of would-be great 
business leaders tomorrow, just with some 
help. And what I’m telling you is, through 
good economic policy and through good so-
cial policy, this administration, in working 
with others, is willing to help. We want more 
people owning their own business. 

And we want more people owning their 
own homes. I like the idea of homeowner-
ship, and I hope you do as well. Three years 
ago, I set a goal of creating 5.5 million new 
minority homeowners by the end of this dec-
ade. And we’re getting results. We’ve already 
added 2.3 million new homeowners, minority 
homeowners, putting us ahead of schedule. 
Today, nearly half of all African Americans 
own their own homes, and that’s good for 
our country. 

And there’s more we can do. We’re going 
to provide downpayment assistance for fami-
lies, counseling for new homebuyers. I don’t 
know if you’ve ever seen one of those con-
tracts, but the print’s really small. We need 
to help people. Perhaps a good project for 
Black Expo is to join with Alphonso Jackson 
and the Housing of Urban Development to 
help people understand what’s in the print 
so it doesn’t—that small print doesn’t fright-
en them off from becoming a first-time 
homebuyer. 

I believe we ought to have tax credits to 
encourage construction of more affordable 
housing in low-income areas. See, what I 
want is more and more people from all walks 
of life, including our African Americans, 
opening up the door where they live and say-

ing, ‘‘Welcome to my home. Welcome to my 
piece property.’’ 

And I believe that we also got to expand 
ownership through our retirement system. 
We got a problem in Social Security. If 
you’ve retired, you have nothing to worry 
about. You’re going to get your check. Be-
lieve me, there’s enough money there for 
you. It’s just for the younger folks coming 
up, you’re going to be paying—you’re going 
to be paying payroll taxes into a system that 
simply cannot sustain itself. It’s going broke. 
I know some in Washington don’t like to hear 
that. They kind of wish the issue would go 
away. It’s not going away. In my judgment, 
now is the time to address it. The job of the 
President is to confront problems, not pass 
them on to future Presidents or future gen-
erations. And we got a problem. 

I put some ideas out there. I hope both 
Republicans and Democrats forget politics 
for once in Washington, DC, and focus on 
what’s good for the younger folks in America. 
But I got another idea to make the system 
work better. I think younger workers ought 
to be allowed to take some of their own 
money and set it aside in a personal savings 
account that they can call their own. 

Now, this isn’t a new idea. See, this isn’t 
a new idea. I wasn’t the one who thought 
about it. Guess who thought about it first? 
Members of the United States Congress. 
See, they get to have their own retirement 
system, and so do Federal employees. And 
you can invest some of your own money, if 
you so choose, in a conservative mix of bonds 
and stocks, so you get a good rate of return 
on your money over time. See, it’s your 
money. You get to watch it grow. My idea 
is this: If this idea is good enough for Mem-
bers of the United States Congress, it’s good 
enough for working people all across the 
United States of America. 

To ensure that the promise of America 
reaches all of our citizens, we must do more 
to improve the safety of our most troubled 
neighborhoods. It is difficult for a young per-
son to study and to learn and grow in the 
midst of violence, addiction, and despair. So 
we’re fighting the scourge of drugs that de-
stroys lives and wounds families and tears our 
community apart. We’re aggressively pros-
ecuting drug dealers and gun criminals. 
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We’re after them. You expect us to enforce 
the law. We’re enforcing the law, because 
we don’t believe people should be allowed 
to commit crimes with guns. And people 
ought not to be allowed to sell drugs on the 
streets. And as a result, violent crime is at 
its lowest point in 30 years. 

As we work to combat crime and keep our 
streets safe, we must ensure our criminal jus-
tice system is fair and effective. Americans 
of all races and backgrounds must be able 
to trust the legal system. They must be able 
to trust it so that no person is held to account 
for a crime he or she did not commit. We’re 
dramatically expanding the use of DNA evi-
dence to prevent wrongful conviction. See, 
progress for African Americans and, for that 
matter, all Americans depends on the full 
protection of civil rights and equality under 
the law. 

To ensure that the promise of America 
reaches all our citizens, we must encourage 
those who are healing our neighborhoods 
with good works. We must stand with people 
of faith, not stand against them at the Gov-
ernment level. See, Government can hand 
out money, but it cannot put hope in a per-
son’s heart or a sense of purpose in a person’s 
life. That happens when somebody puts an 
arm around somebody and says, ‘‘I love you. 
What can I do to help you? How can I be 
a part of making your life a better way?’’ 

See, the Nation’s faith-based and commu-
nity groups bring kindness and acts of charity 
to harsh places across America. I call these 
folks the social entrepreneurs of America. 
They’re trying to figure out ways to listen 
to that universal call to love a neighbor just 
like you’d like to be loved yourself and help 
heal the broken heart. And oftentimes, those 
programs are a heck of a lot more effective 
than Government programs. And therefore, 
it seems like to me that instead of just ap-
plauding the leaders, we got to support the 
leaders. And one of the most important ini-
tiatives that I put out is to say to faith-based 
programs, ‘‘You can access Federal money. 
You have the right to be able to apply for 
grants without having to take the cross off 
the wall or the Star of David off your wall. 
You can interface with Government without 
losing your mission.’’ 

And we’re making a difference. We’re get-
ting results. Last year, we awarded $2 billion 
in competitive grants to faith-based institu-
tions that are transforming our Nation and 
our neighborhoods one heart and one soul 
at a time. 

Let me give you an example of what I’m 
talking about. Here in Indianapolis, the Zion 
Tabernacle Apostolic Church is reaching out 
to neighbors and helping lift up their com-
munities. A social entrepreneur, a leader of 
the effort is Bishop Farris, who is with us 
today. Let me tell you what the Bishop has 
in mind and how he’s going to be helped 
by the Federal Government. Secretary 
Alphonso Jackson, by the way, is a believer 
when it comes to the faith-based and com-
munity-based initiative. And so the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development 
has entered into a collaborative effort with 
his church, and they plan to break ground 
in October on 49 housing units for low-in-
come elderly. And their new development 
will provide residents with shuttle services 
to stores and counseling and doctor appoint-
ments. 

I think this is a good use of taxpayers’ 
money. I think it’s a good way to say, we’re 
going to try to help improve people’s lives. 
[Laughter] And the delivery systems don’t 
have to be Government. They can be people 
of compassion, people who have heard the 
call, people who want to make somebody’s 
life better. So I want to thank you, Bishop, 
for doing what you’re doing. And by the way, 
there’s thousands of examples just like the 
Bishop’s all across the country. 

As we ensure that America’s promise 
reaches all our citizens, we’re defending the 
freedom that makes this progress possible. 
Our foreign policy is tough, and it is compas-
sionate. The bombings in London last week 
are a grim reminder that free nations face 
dangerous enemies who hate our freedom 
and who’ll kill in cold blood. We’re on the 
offense against these terrorists overseas. We 
will bring them to justice so they don’t mur-
der more of our citizens and other citizens 
around the world. 

And as we hunt down the terrorists, we’re 
offering an alternative to their hateful ide-
ology. You see, we’re spreading freedom and 
hope to millions. Because we acted, more 
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than 50 million people—50 million—in Iraq 
and Afghanistan now live in freedom. And 
across the broader Middle East, many are 
claiming their liberty as well. By spreading 
freedom in a troubled region, we’re making 
this country more secure. We’re laying the 
foundation of peace for generations to come. 
I believe that freedom is not America’s gift 
to the world; it is the Almighty God’s gift 
to each man and woman in this world. 

I believe that human rights are not deter-
mined by race or nationality or diminished 
by distance. As Americans are moved to ac-
tion—we are moved to action when we see 
millions in Africa who are facing famine or 
dying of malaria or the AIDS pandemic. Last 
year, the United States of America provided 
nearly 60 percent of the global food aid to 
the continent of Africa. We’re supporting an 
aggressive campaign to cut the mortality rate 
of malaria in half. 

We’re taking the lead when it comes to 
compassion around the world. And since 
2003, the United States of America has led 
the world. We’ve undertaken an historic ini-
tiative to help the nations of Africa combat 
HIV/AIDS. So far, thanks to the leadership 
of a former Hoosier, Randy Tobias, we have 
delivered lifesaving treatment to more than 
230,000 people on the continent of Africa, 
and there’s more work to be done. 

We seek progress in Africa because our 
conscience demands it and because we have 
an interest in the long-term stability of the 
continent. Instability and lawlessness in any 
distant country can bring danger to our own 
shores. That’s the lesson that we’re learning 
in the 21st century. The United States of 
America will help Africa’s leaders bring de-
mocracy and prosperity and hope, and this 
will bring security to our country and peace 
to the world. 

Today, we live in the most hopeful time 
in human history. These are exciting times. 
The hope of liberty is spreading across the 
world. Just watch what’s happening. And the 
hope and opportunity is spreading across our 
country as well. We will continue to work 
for the day when the blessings of freedom 
reach everybody who lives in this country. 

The reason I’ve come today is because 
your work shows the dignity and equality and 
potential of every person. I’m here to herald 

the good works of good people of good heart. 
You’ve inspired Americans with your com-
mitment to serve us in education and oppor-
tunity. You’re helping to unite people of all 
races. I’m proud of your work. May God con-
tinue to bless your families, and may God 
continue to bless our great Nation. 

Thanks for letting me come. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:51 a.m. at the 
RCA Dome. In his remarks, he referred to Gov. 
Mitch Daniels of Indiana and his wife, Cheri; Lt. 
Gov. Becky Skillman of Indiana; Arvis Dawson, 
chairman of the board of directors, Joyce Rogers, 
chief executive officer and president, and James 
C. Cummings, co-founder and former president, 
Indiana Black Expo, Inc.; Quinn Buckner, vice 
president of communications, National Basketball 
Association’s Indiana Pacers; and Joseph D. 
Farris, pastor, Zion Tabernacle Apostolic Faith 
Church. 

Memorandum on Waiver of 
Restrictions on Providing Funds to 
the Palestinian Authority 

July 14, 2005 

Presidential Determination No. 2005–29 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 

Subject: Waiver of Restrictions on Providing 
Funds to the Palestinian Authority 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me as 
President by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, including section 550(b) of the 
Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and 
Related Programs Appropriations Act, 2005 
(Div. D, Public Law 108–447) (the ‘‘Act’’), 
I hereby certify that it is important to the 
national security interests of the United 
States to waive the provisions of section 
550(a) of the Act, in order to provide funds 
appropriated to carry out chapter 4 of part 
II of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 to 
the Ministry of Finance of the Palestinian 
Authority in direct assistance for use on new 
projects in Gaza. 

You are authorized and directed to trans-
mit this determination to the Congress, ac-
companied by a report in accordance with 
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section 550(d) of the Act, and to publish the 
determination in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting 
Budget Amendment for the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
July 14, 2005 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
My Administration is committed to ensur-

ing that our Nation’s veterans continue to re-
ceive timely and high-quality health care. To 
this end, I ask the Congress to consider the 
enclosed $1.977 billion FY 2006 budget 
amendment for the Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA). I am requesting these resources 
to cover the expected increased costs in FY 
2006 that VA will experience in its medical 
care budget. 

The details of this proposal are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this letter. 

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting a Report on Reform of 
the Palestinian Security Services and 
Palestinian Authority 
July 14, 2005 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Consistent with section 2106 of the Emer-

gency Supplemental Appropriations Act for 
Defense, the Global War on Terror, and Tsu-
nami Relief, 2005 (Public Law 109–13), and 
in order to keep the Congress fully informed, 
I herewith submit the enclosed report pre-
pared by my Administration providing infor-
mation on matters relating to the Palestinian 
Security Services and Palestinian Authority 
reform. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
July 14, 2005. 

Remarks on Central American- 
Dominican Republic Free Trade 
Agreement in Dallas, North Carolina 

July 15, 2005 

Thank you. Please be seated. Thanks for 
the warm welcome. It’s great to be back in 
North Carolina. It’s always good to get out-
side the beltway and into NASCAR country. 
[Laughter] 

Laura called me—she was in Africa for the 
past week. She called me. She’s fixing to ar-
rive in Washington this evening, but yester-
day she said, ‘‘Where are you going on Fri-
day?’’ I said, ‘‘I’m going to North Carolina.’’ 
I said, ‘‘I’ll be down there in that area where 
the Lowe’s Motor Speedway is.’’ She said, 
‘‘Don’t get any ideas.’’ [Laughter] ‘‘You’re 
having enough trouble staying on your moun-
tain bike.’’ [Laughter] She sends her very 
best to you all. She’s doing great. I’m a lucky 
man when she said yes, when I asked her 
to marry me. 

I appreciate the chance to stand with some 
of the finest workers in America, the men 
and women of Stowe Mills. I appreciate you 
all being here. And I thank you for giving 
me the chance to come and discuss an impor-
tant topic, and that is, how do we make sure 
our job creation continues. And one way to 
do so is to make sure the trade we have is 
fair trade. That’s what I’m here to talk about. 
I’m here to talk about making sure that peo-
ple treat us the way we treat them. I want 
to talk to you about what they call CAFTA, 
the Central American Free Trade Agree-
ment. 

CAFTA is important for job creation. It’s 
important for your jobs. CAFTA is important 
to help secure the democracies in our own 
neighborhood. And so, for the sake of our 
economic security and for the sake of na-
tional security, the United States House of 
Representatives should follow the lead of the 
United States Senate and pass CAFTA and 
get that bill to my desk. 

I appreciate our Secretary of Commerce, 
Carlos Gutierrez, flying with me today. You 
know, I love America. I love the fact that 
people—a person like Carlos, born in Cuba, 
worked hard all his life, was able to succeed 
and is now sitting in the Cabinet with the 
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President. What a fantastic country we have, 
where opportunity is open to all people. 

I want to thank Congresswoman Sue 
Myrick for her leadership, for her strength 
of character, for working hard on textile cus-
toms enforcement activity. She has been a 
leader in making sure the North Carolina and 
the United States textile industry is treated 
fairly. I appreciate you, Sue. 

You’ve got two fine United States Senators 
from North Carolina—that would be Senator 
Dole and Senator Burr. I enjoy working with 
them, and I appreciate both Members of the 
United States Senate from North Carolina 
voting for the CAFTA agreement. They un-
derstand this is good for working people here 
in this State. 

I want to thank Dr. Pat Skinner, the presi-
dent of Gaston College. Thanks for having 
me. I am a big believer in the community 
college system. I think—and I appreciate the 
good work the community college system 
does here in North Carolina. This isn’t the 
first time I have ever been to a community 
college in your State. I’ve been to a lot of 
community colleges. And one reason why is 
because your State is on the leading edge 
of helping people find new skills, the skills 
necessary for the jobs of the 21st century. 
And this is a good place and an important 
place. And so, Dr. Skinner, thanks for having 
me. 

I want to thank the Stowe boys—[laugh-
ter]—that would be Robert, Harding, and 
Richmond. Now, I don’t know which one of 
you all is the boss, but I’m interested in fig-
uring out how you figured out who was the 
boss. I’ve got a lot of brothers, myself. 
[Laughter] But I appreciate their entrepre-
neurial spirit. I thank you for having me. I 
know they care a lot about the people who 
work in their mills. And they’re—I would call 
them ‘‘employee-friendly.’’ They’re people 
who care about the people who work with 
them. And so I want to thank them for com-
ing. Thanks for letting me go by the plant. 

I want to thank the mayor, Rick Coleman, 
of the town of Dallas. That would be Dallas, 
North Carolina. [Laughter] And I want to 
thank Mayor Billy Joye of Belmont. Where’s 
Billy? Billy, you here? Billy, yes. See, Billy, 
they don’t know our connection, do they? 
Billy and I flew F–102s at Ellington Air 

Force Base in Houston, Texas. Thank you, 
Billy. As we used to say, ‘‘He was a heck 
of a stick’’—[laughter]—which means you’re 
probably a heck of a mayor, Billy. Thanks 
for coming. Appreciate you being here. 

I want to thank Allen Gant, chairman of 
the National—I’m not talking State—I’m 
talking National Council of Textile Organiza-
tions. He’s here because the National Coun-
cil of Textile Organizations has analyzed the 
CAFTA legislation and realized that this 
piece of legislation is good for American tex-
tile industry. And so I want to thank you for 
coming, Allen. 

And finally, I flew down on the airplane 
today with one heck of an entrepreneur, 
somebody who has made Carolina a place 
of business interest, and he tells me he’s 
slowly but surely falling in love with Char-
lotte, and that is Bob Johnson, head of the 
Charlotte Bobcats NBA basketball team. 
Thank you for coming, Bob. How about that 
story—from being raised in Mississippi to 
getting a good education to building his own 
business and now the owner of a sports team 
that means a lot to the people. And by the 
way, I think he’s pretty wise. He drafted— 
or his club drafted, I’m sure at his insistence, 
two University of North Carolina Tarheels. 

I met Janice Bozardt at Air Force One. 
She is a volunteer at Moore’s Chapel United 
Methodist Church in Charlotte. She’s been 
volunteering for 40 years. She leads a team 
of volunteers that delivers meals to families 
within the church and the local community. 
The reason I bring up Janice is because I 
want to remind you all that the strength of 
the United States of America lies in the 
hearts and souls of our citizens, that if you 
really want to—if you analyze our country 
to determine our greatest strength, you’ll find 
that it exists because people hear a universal 
call to love a neighbor just like they’d like 
to be loved themselves and take time out of 
their lives to volunteer. Janice represents mil-
lions of people across the United States of 
America who are helping to change our coun-
try, one heart and one soul and one con-
science at a time. 

For those of you who might be listening 
and are interesting in serving our country, 
find somebody who hurts and surround them 
with love. Feed the hungry. Find shelter for 
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the homeless. Teach a child to read. Love 
somebody like you’d like to be loved yourself, 
and you’ll be making a significant contribu-
tion to our country. Janice, thank you for 
coming. Thanks for volunteering. 

My most solemn obligation is to protect 
the American people. That’s my most impor-
tant duty as your President. Today, we are 
fighting in a global war on terror. We didn’t 
ask for it. It came to our shores, and we’re 
responding. We’re doing our duty to not only 
protect our country but to put the conditions 
in place that will protect generations from— 
come. We’re fighting against people who cel-
ebrate the suffering of the innocent. 

I thought it was really interesting that the 
terrorists chose to attack in London, Eng-
land, at the same time that the United States 
and other nations were trying to figure out 
how to help alleve [alleviate] * HIV/AIDS on 
the continent of Africa or how to help people 
that are starving to death or how to help 
make sure young girls get educated around 
the world. 

We were talking about a society of compas-
sion. And these killers killed indiscriminately, 
men and women. They didn’t care who they 
were. They didn’t care about their religion. 
They murdered in the name of a totalitarian 
ideology. These are ideologs. They hate free-
dom. They reject tolerance. They despise all 
dissent. They have objectives. Their aim is 
to remake the Middle East in their own grim 
image of tyranny. They want to topple gov-
ernments. They want to export terror. They 
want to force free nations to retreat. 

These people will not be stopped by nego-
tiations. They’re not going to be—they won’t 
change their mind because of concessions. 
There is no appeal to their reason. There is 
only one course of action. We will take the 
fight to the enemy, and we will stay in the 
fight until this enemy is defeated. [Applause] 
Thank you all. 

We have a comprehensive strategy in 
place. First, we’re doing a lot to protect the 
homeland. There’s a lot of really good folks 
at the State, local, and Federal level who are 
working long hours to protect us. We’re im-
proving our intelligence gathering, and the 
only way to deal with and find people that 

are willing to hide in caves or in the shadows 
of our cities is to have as good of intelligence 
as possible. So intelligence sharing within our 
Government is getting better, and intel-
ligence sharing with other governments is 
getting better. 

And we’re going to stay on the offense. 
And we can do all we can to protect the 
homeland. As I like to tell people, we have 
to be right 100 percent of the time, and 
they’ve got to be right once. And so, there-
fore, you do everything you can to protect 
the home, but you stay on the offense against 
them, and you stay on the hunt. And you 
call people to account, free nations to ac-
count, say, ‘‘Join us in this cause of protecting 
ourselves.’’ 

And we are on the hunt. And we’ve helped 
change societies for the better. Iraq is a cen-
tral part of this war on terror. People are 
heading into Iraq to try to defeat us. They 
can’t win, militarily. The only thing they can 
do is to try to shake our will, is to murder 
in such horrific terms—like killing all those 
kids the other day—that the United States 
will say, ‘‘Well, you know, let’s get out of 
there,’’ before we complete our mission. 
They’re going to fail. They don’t understand 
the United States of America. We will not 
be driven out of Iraq by a bunch of thugs 
and assassins. We will complete the mission. 

And our mission—just like in Afghanistan, 
our mission is to help a democracy flourish. 
This August you’ll see the Iraqis write a con-
stitution. And then they’ll ratify the constitu-
tion. And then there will be elections for a 
permanent government in December. See, 
democracy is taking hold. A lot of people said 
it couldn’t happen. A lot of people said, 
‘‘There’s no way democracy is going to take 
place in a place like Iraq.’’ But the Iraqis 
defied the cynics, didn’t they? Given a 
chance to vote, millions showed up to the 
polls. Millions defied the suiciders. 

It just reminds me how universal the fuel 
of freedom is. See, I don’t believe—I do not 
believe that freedom is America’s gift to the 
world. I believe that freedom is the Almighty 
God’s gift to each man and woman in this 
world, and if given a chance, people choose 
freedom over tyranny, hope over despair. 

The second part of our mission is to train 
these Iraqi troops so they can do the fighting. 
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The way I put it is this: As the Iraqis stand 
up, America will stand down. I know a lot 
of you have got relatives—who’ve had a loved 
one in Iraq. And I want to thank you on be-
half of a grateful nation. You thank them on 
behalf of our Nation too. The American peo-
ple are standing with our troops, and our 
troops understand what they’re doing in Iraq. 
They’re helping lay what I call the foundation 
of peace, because in the long run, the long 
run, the best way to secure the peace for 
generations to come is to spread freedom, 
and that’s exactly the policy of this Govern-
ment. 

Here at home, we’ve got reason to be opti-
mistic. This economy of ours is growing faster 
than any other major industrialized nation in 
the world. We’ve now had 25 consecutive 
months of job gains. We’ve recovered from 
the shocks of the attack and the recession 
and the market correction. Our unemploy-
ment rate in the United States of America 
is now 5 percent. That’s the lowest since Sep-
tember of 2001, and that’s lower than the 
average rate of the 1970s, the 1980s, and the 
1990s. More Americans are working today 
than ever before in our Nation’s history. 

That’s good progress. But there’s more we 
can do. We’ve got to keep your taxes low. 
If you want to keep this economy growing, 
we’ve got to make sure that the Government 
doesn’t run up your taxes. We’ve got to make 
sure we’re wise about how we’re spending 
your money. I don’t know if you noticed the 
news the other day, but it turns out that when 
you cut taxes, the economy grows. When the 
economy grows, it yields more tax revenues. 
Over the past 5 months, the revenues have 
increased $94 billion greater than antici-
pated, which means our deficit will be $94 
billion less, so long as Congress is wise about 
how they spend your money. And part of my 
job is to make sure they are wise about how 
we spend your money. 

This economy is strong. And so the funda-
mental question is, what do we do to make 
it stronger? And that’s why I’m here to talk 
about the Central American-Dominican Re-
publican Free Trade Agreement. See, I think 
this presents us with an historic opportunity 
to keep this economy growing, and I’ll tell 
you why. 

First, Central American businesses and 
farmers can ship most of their products to 
America without paying any tariffs. In other 
words, over the past years, the Congress has 
decided to say, ‘‘Okay, if you grow something 
or make something in a Central American 
country, you can ship it to America duty- 
free.’’ But guess what? We don’t have the 
same rights. We can’t do the same thing. We 
can’t grow or manufacture many goods here 
in the United States and ship our goods to 
their countries duty-free. That doesn’t make 
any sense to me. That’s what I would call 
a—not a level playing field. 

See, I told the people when I was running, 
‘‘I am for free trade, but I’m also for a level 
playing field.’’ And so I took a look, as did 
Members of the Senate and now Members 
of the House, at the playing field. It’s not 
level. It’s not fair to say to a farmer here 
in North Carolina, ‘‘You can’t sell what you 
grow, in Central America duty-free, but they 
may be able to sell what they grow, here 
duty-free.’’ 

Last year we exported more than $15 bil-
lion—$15 billion—of goods to Central Amer-
ica. That’s—but products are facing a heavy 
tariff. That’s—in other words, that’s what 
they’ve done; they’ve slapped a tax on our 
goods coming in. 

For example, Costa Rica has a 15-percent 
tax on dump trucks and mobile cranes. If 
you’re a dump truck manufacturer and a 
worker in a dump truck manufacturing plant, 
the product you’re manufacturing is at a 
competitive disadvantage because they put a 
tax on it when it comes into the country. 

Guatemala has a 20-percent tax on lug-
gage. El Salvador has a 20-percent tax on pol-
yester fabric. Nicaragua has a 10-percent tax 
on shrimp. Those are just some of the exam-
ples of where there is a barrier to entry. 
These foreign taxes on American-made prod-
ucts sold in the region hurt businesses, which 
really means they hurt jobs. 

See, it makes it harder to have a job when 
these countries have tariffs. And yet, we don’t 
have the tariffs in our country. And so one 
of the things CAFTA would do will eliminate 
these one-way tariffs on American products 
and open up a market of 44 million con-
sumers to America’s goods, services, and 
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crops. That’s what the American people have 
got to understand. 

This deal is a good deal for workers. This 
basically says, ‘‘If you make a good product, 
it’s going to be easier to sell your product 
to 44 million new customers.’’ By eliminating 
these tariffs, CAFTA will keep this economy 
going. CAFTA helps American textile work-
ers by keeping textile jobs in the U.S., and 
here is how: Central America is the second 
largest market in the world for our textile 
products. I don’t know if people here in 
North Carolina know that. Think about what 
I just said: It is the second largest market 
for textile products. So if you’re a textile 
worker, it seems like to me that one of the 
questions you ask, ‘‘Where do we sell our 
products? And if we sell our products, are 
we being treated fairly for the products we 
manufacture?’’ 

Garment factories in Central America buy 
yarn and fabric. That’s how they operate. 
They buy the yarn and—I just saw some yarn 
and fabric made. You do a fine job, by the 
way. And they buy that yarn and fabric. But 
it’s taxed before it gets into the country. In 
other words, it makes the product made in 
your plant less competitive with products 
made in other plants. These Central Amer-
ican factories are competing with Asian gar-
ment workers. And Asian—generally, they 
use Asian materials. See, so Central Amer-
ican companies need to have an incentive to 
continue to buy our product, and the best 
way to do it is to get rid of those tariffs on 
U.S.-made yarn, the yarn right—made in 
your plant. 

If we can get rid of the tariffs, it is more 
competitive, which makes it more likely that 
we’ll be able to—in our neighborhood— 
compete with Asian manufacturers. That’s 
why it’s a good deal for textile workers. It 
means the products you produce will be 
cheaper, less expensive in a part of the 
world—the second largest place where we— 
the second largest market for our products. 
And that means jobs here in America. 
CAFTA is good for U.S. jobs. CAFTA means 
textile jobs will stay right here in the United 
States of America. 

In 2004, North Carolina exported more 
than $1.7 billion worth of manufactured 
goods to CAFTA nations, most of it textiles 

and apparel. Without CAFTA, the market for 
these textiles in Central America would likely 
disappear and so would thousands of jobs 
here. 

This bill is important for North Carolina. 
It’s important for every State. But it’s—see, 
one of the reasons why we asked the workers 
to sit up here is because I want people to 
connect this legislation with jobs. That’s what 
we’re talking about, really. People at Stowe 
Mills understand this. That’s why the CEO, 
Harding Stowe, one of the Stowe boys, and 
other textile manufacturers are urging Con-
gress to pass CAFTA. That’s a pretty inter-
esting observation, isn’t it, by people who 
know the business pretty well. In other 
words, they’ve analyzed this piece of legisla-
tion. They understand the significance. They 
understand that when you drop tariffs, it will 
help increase exports. And when you increase 
exports, that means more sales, which means 
more jobs. They know this. These are the 
people who have a vested interest in this 
piece of legislation—those are the textile 
manufacturers. And the textile manufactur-
ers agree with me that the United States 
House of Representatives, for the good of 
American workers, ought to pass CAFTA leg-
islation. And I want to thank them for being 
here today. 

Eighty percent—80 percent of U.S. ex-
ports of consumer and industrial products 
will become duty-free—80 percent of what 
we produce here going down there. CAFTA 
nations bought a million dollars of American 
goods, including semiconductors, electronic 
components from Oregon, petroleum and 
coal from Texas, plastics from Colorado, cars 
trucks and autoparts from Michigan. In other 
words, this bill is going to have effect beyond 
textiles. It’s going to help people who are 
working in manufacturing facilities all over 
the country. 

The National Association of Manufactur-
ers estimates that the elimination of tariffs 
on these goods will result in an extra billion 
dollars worth of U.S. manufactured exports 
to the region each year. That’s a billion dol-
lars more goods going into those markets, 
which means somebody’s more likely to keep 
a job, or maybe somebody is more likely to 
find a job. In other words, this is a jobs pro-
gram we’re talking about. 
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The increase of sales is important all across 
our country. It provides additional oppor-
tunity. And I’m going to tell you something, 
this bill helps our farmers, and that’s impor-
tant for people to understand. Fortunately, 
we don’t have a national security issue when 
it comes to agriculture. We produce more 
than we consume, and I want to thank our 
farmers for that. 

I can’t say the same about energy, by the 
way, which—that means we have a national 
security problem, when you’re importing 
more energy than you produce. That’s why 
Congress is going to get me an energy bill. 
I want to warn you, by signing that bill, it’s 
not going to drop your gasoline prices, but 
it’s finally going to put in place a strategy 
that will help us diversify away from foreign 
sources of energy, which we need to do. 

But if you produce more than you con-
sume, therefore, you’ve got to figure out ways 
to sell what you produce to somebody else. 
In other words, exports are really important 
for our farm community, and so we ought 
to be working to open up markets for the 
farmers. That’s how you avoid surplus here 
at home. 

Today, our agriculture trade with CAFTA 
is nearly $1.8 billion a year. That’s a lot. And 
the American Farm Bureau Federation, they 
got their economists on this deal. They 
looked at the CAFTA agreement, and they 
think it would increase farm exports by addi-
tional $1.5 billion a year. If you’re selling 1.8 
now, and you get rid of those tariffs on your 
farm products, which means you’re more 
likely to sell more product, and it goes up 
to 1.5 billion, that’s a hefty increase, by sign-
ing this agreement. Feed grains and wheat 
and rice and soybeans and poultry and beef 
and pork and dairy and fruits and vegetables 
are all going to benefit from this agreement. 

You mentioned—you heard me—you did 
hear me say pork. [Laughter] In North Caro-
lina, the leading farm product is pork. You 
grow a lot of hogs here. [Laughter] And 
you’re good at it; you’re really good at it. And 
you grow more than we eat. Do you realize 
in CAFTA nations, pork now faces duties as 
high as 47 percent? If you’re a pork producer 
here in North Carolina and you’re looking 
for a place to sell your product, you want 
to get rid of that 47 percent tariff. You want 

to reduce tariffs. You want your product to 
be able to go into countries duty-free. You 
want to be treated just like we treat other 
nations. That’s what you want, and the 
CAFTA bill will do just that. CAFTA is going 
to be good for American agriculture. 

And I happen to be a person who believes 
that it’s important to have a strong agricul-
tural sector. And if it’s good for our America 
agriculture, it’s good for America. 

I want to tell you something else about 
CAFTA. It will help advance a key part of 
our foreign policy. In the seventies and 
eighties, most of the CAFTA nations suffered 
under military dictatorships. The region was 
not stable. There was a lot of turmoil. And 
then those nations began to embrace free-
dom and democracy. And so we’ve got some 
young democracies right in our own neigh-
borhood. And it’s in our interest that those 
democracies be strong and viable. 

But there’s still forces that oppose demo-
cratic government there and who seek to 
limit economic freedom. And there are 
forces in the neighborhood who are hostile 
to our interests. Now, these small nations of 
CAFTA—I just met—by the way, met with 
the President of El Salvador today—they 
have made a big commitment for CAFTA. 
They say, ‘‘We want to do CAFTA. We’ll 
lower our tariffs.’’ 

By the way, it makes sense for them to 
lower their tariffs. After all, it will help their 
people. It will mean that North Carolina pork 
will be less expensive at the stores for some-
body trying to feed their family. But they’ve 
made this commitment. They said, ‘‘We want 
to stand with America through the CAFTA 
agreement.’’ And it’s really important we pass 
that agreement to help stabilize those coun-
tries. 

We got to help the young democracies de-
velop—deliver a better life to their own citi-
zens. That’s what this agreement means for 
them. It means products are less expensive. 
It means their business people will be more 
likely to be able to buy plant and equipment 
at a better price, which will mean more jobs 
for the people there living in Central Amer-
ica. That’s what that means. 

It will improve—boost demand for our 
goods. It will help them reduce poverty. See, 
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as wealth spreads out through the neighbor-
hood, it will help create a vibrant middle 
class, and that’s important. That’s important. 
It will mean somebody is more likely to find 
a job close to home than trying to sneak into 
the United States of America to find a job. 
CAFTA is important foreign policy. It will 
help stabilize democracies, and it will help 
our friends grown and prosper, and that’s 
good. That’s in our interests that we do just 
that. 

And so I’m calling on the Congress to pass 
CAFTA. It’s a pro-jobs bill. It’s a pro-growth 
bill. It’s a pro-democracy bill. We cannot turn 
our backs on our friends. We cannot say to 
them, ‘‘For pure political reasons, we’re not 
going to support a treaty that will not only 
help our own businesses, but that will help 
stabilize young democracies.’’ 

And so I want to thank you for giving me 
a chance to come by and visit with you about 
an important piece of legislation. I can’t tell 
you what an honor it is to come down to 
North Carolina, and it’s a huge honor to be 
the President of the United States of Amer-
ica. 

May God bless you, and may God bless 
our people. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:01 p.m. at Gaston 
College. In his remarks, he referred to Robert L. 
Stowe III, chairman, D. Harding Stowe, president 
and chief executive officer, and Richmond H. 
Stowe, secretary and treasurer, R.L. Stowe Mills, 
Inc.; Robert L. Johnson, owner and governor, Na-
tional Basketball Association’s Charlotte Bobcats; 
and President Elias Antonio Saca Gonzalez of El 
Salvador. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

July 9 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

July 10 
In the morning, on the South Lawn, the 

President met with members of the Soldier 
Ride 2005 National Tour Team. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Alabama and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by Hurricane Dennis beginning 
on July 10 and continuing. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Florida and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by Hurricane Dennis beginning 
on July 10 and continuing. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Mississippi and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in 
the area struck by Hurricane Dennis begin-
ning on July 10 and continuing. 

July 11 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office, 
he and Vice President Dick Cheney met with 
Ambassador to Iraq Zalmay Khalilzad. 

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to Quantico, VA. Later, he returned to 
Washington, DC, arriving in the afternoon. 

Later in the afternoon, in an Oval Office 
ceremony, the President received diplomatic 
credentials from Ambassadors Zamira 
Sydykova of the Kyrgyz Republic, Dennis 
James Richardson of Australia, and Carlos 
Gianelli of Uruguay. Later, he participated 
in a photo opportunity with White House 
summer interns. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate James Caldwell Cason to be Am-
bassador to Paraguay. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Rebecca F. Dye to be a Commis-
sioner of the Federal Maritime Commission. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Keith A. Nelson to be an Assistant 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (Administration). 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Gordon Charles Brenner as a mem-
ber of the National Veterans Business Devel-
opment Corporation. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals as members 
of the Advisory Committee for Trade Policy 
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and Negotiations: Craig Radford Barrett; 
Jose Behar; Michael E. Campbell; Stephanie 
Harkness; and Maria Guadalupe Taxman. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals as members 
of the American Battle Monuments Commis-
sion: Leslie Gromis Baker; Chester L. 
Berryhill, Jr.; Donald T. Bollinger; James 
Culbertson; Brig. Gen. Jerry L. Laws, USA, 
(Ret.); Rear Adm. Thomas E. Morris, USN, 
(Ret.); Gen. Carol Ann Mutter, USMC, 
(Ret.); and James Reynolds. 

July 12 
In the morning, in the Oval Office, the 

President met with bipartisan Members of 
the Senate to discuss the upcoming Supreme 
Court nomination. He then had an intel-
ligence briefing. 

In the afternoon, in the Roosevelt Room, 
the President met with the National Infra-
structure Advisory Council. Later, in the 
Oval Office, he met with the chairs and rank-
ing members of the Senate Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources, the House 
Committee on Energy and Commerce, the 
Senate Finance Committee, and the House 
Committee on Ways and Means to discuss 
energy legislation. 

The White House announced that the 
President and Mrs. Bush will welcome Presi-
dent Alvaro Uribe of Colombia and his wife, 
Lina Moreno de Uribe, to the Bush Ranch 
in Crawford, TX, on August 4. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Patricia Louise Herbold to be Am-
bassador to Singapore. 

July 13 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. He then met with Secretary 
of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld. Later, in 
the Oval Office, he participated in a photo 
opportunity with the National Endowment 
for Democracy’s 2005 Democracy Award re-
cipients. 

In the afternoon, the President had lunch 
with Vice President Dick Cheney. 

Later in the afternoon, the President met 
with Republican Members of the House of 
Representatives to discuss the Central Amer-
ican-Dominican Republic Free Trade Agree-
ment. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Stewart A. Baker to be an Assistant 
Secretary of Homeland Security (Policy). 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Tracy A. Henke to be Executive 
Director of the Office of State and Local 
Government Coordination and Preparedness 
at the Department of Homeland Security. 

The President announced his intention to 
designate James Lambright as Acting Presi-
dent of the Export-Import Bank of the 
United States. 

July 14 

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Indian-
apolis, IN, where, upon arrival, he met with 
USA Freedom Corps volunteer Vernice Wil-
liams. 

In the afternoon, he returned to Wash-
ington, DC. Later, in the Oval Office, he met 
with Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice. 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome Prime Minister 
Ferenc Gyurcsany of Hungary for a meeting 
at the White House on October 3. 

July 15 

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office, 
he met with President Elias Antonio Saca 
Gonzalez of El Salvador. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Belmont, NC, where, upon arrival, he met 
with USA Freedom Corps volunteer Janice 
Bozardt. Later, he toured the R.L. Stowe 
Mills, Inc., Helms Plant. 

Later in the afternoon, the President re-
turned to Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Bruce Cole to be Chairman of the 
National Endowment for the Humanities. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate H. Dale Hall to be Director of the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at the Depart-
ment of the Interior. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Vincent J. Ventimiglia, Jr., to be 
Assistant Secretary of Health and Human 
Services (Legislation). 
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Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers. 

Submitted July 12 

James Caldwell Cason, 
of Florida, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Paraguay. 

Rebecca F. Dye, 
of North Carolina, to be a Federal Maritime 
Commissioner for a term expiring June 30, 
2010 (reappointment). 

Patricia Louise Herbold, 
of Washington, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to the Republic of Singa-
pore. 

Keith A. Nelson, 
of Texas, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development, vice Vick-
ers B. Meadows. 

Submitted July 14 

Stewart A. Baker, 
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Homeland Security (new position). 

Tracy A. Henke, 
of Missouri, to be Executive Director of the 
Office of State and Local Government Co-
ordination and Preparedness, Department of 
Homeland Security, vice C. Suzanne 
Mencer, resigned. 

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 

items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released July 10 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Alabama 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Florida 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Mississippi 

Released July 11 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed S. 714 

Released July 12 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary: President 
Uribe of Colombia To Visit President Bush 
in Crawford 

Statement by the Press Secretary: A Call for 
the Unconditional Release of Akbar Ganji in 
Iran 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 120, H.R. 289, 
H.R. 324, H.R. 504, H.R. 627, H.R. 1027, 
H.R. 1082, H.R. 1236, H.R. 1460, H.R. 1524, 
H.R. 1542, H.R. 2326, and S. 1282 

Fact sheet: President Bush’s Budget: Cutting 
the Deficit, Growing the Economy 

Released July 13 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Transcript of a press briefing by Office of 
Management and Budget Director Joshua B. 
Bolten on the Mid-Session Review 

Released July 14 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of 
Hungarian Prime Minister Ferenc 
Gyurcsany 

Fact sheet: Ensuring the Promise of America 
Reaches All Americans 
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Released July 15 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Trent Duffy 

Fact sheet: CAFTA Will Create Jobs and 
Level the Playing Field for American Work-
ers 

Acts Approved 
by the President 

Approved July 9 

S. 714 / Public Law 109–21 
Junk Fax Prevention Act of 2005 

Approved July 12 

H.R. 120 / Public Law 109–22 
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 30777 Rancho Cali-
fornia Road in Temecula, California, as the 
‘‘Dalip Singh Saund Post Office Building’’ 

H.R. 289 / Public Law 109–23 
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 8200 South 
Vermont Avenue in Los Angeles, California, 
as the ‘‘Sergeant First Class John Marshall 
Post Office Building’’ 

H.R. 324 / Public Law 109–24 
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 321 Montgomery 
Road in Altamonte Springs, Florida, as the 
‘‘Arthur Stacey Mastrapa Post Office Build-
ing’’ 

H.R. 504 / Public Law 109–25 
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 4960 West Wash-
ington Boulevard in Los Angeles, California, 
as the ‘‘Ray Charles Post Office Building’’ 

H.R. 627 / Public Law 109–26 
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 40 Putnam Avenue 
in Hamden, Connecticut, as the ‘‘Linda 
White-Epps Post Office’’ 

H.R. 1072 / Public Law 109–27 
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 151 West End 
Street in Goliad, Texas, as the ‘‘Judge Emilio 
Vargas Post Office Building’’ 

H.R. 1082 / Public Law 109–28 
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 120 East Illinois Av-
enue in Vinita, Oklahoma, as the ‘‘Francis 
C. Goodpaster Post Office Building’’ 

H.R. 1236 / Public Law 109–29 
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 750 4th Street in 
Sparks, Nevada, as the ‘‘Mayor Tony Arm-
strong Memorial Post Office’’ 

H.R. 1460 / Public Law 109–30 
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 6200 Rolling Road 
in Springfield, Virginia, as the ‘‘Captain Mark 
Stubenhofer Post Office Building’’ 

H.R. 1524 / Public Law 109–31 
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 12433 Antioch Road 
in Overland Park, Kansas, as the ‘‘Ed Eilert 
Post Office Building’’ 

H.R. 1542 / Public Law 109–32 
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 695 Pleasant Street 
in New Bedford, Massachusetts, as the 
‘‘Honorable Judge George N. Leighton Post 
Office Building’’ 

H.R. 2326 / Public Law 109–33 
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 614 West Old Coun-
ty Road in Belhaven, North Carolina, as the 
‘‘Floyd Lupton Post Office’’ 

S. 1282 / Public Law 109–34 
To amend the Communications Satellite Act 
of 1962 to strike the privatization criteria for 
INTELSAT separated entities, remove cer-
tain restrictions on separated and successor 
entities to INTELSAT, and for other pur-
poses 
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